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George Perles has served as CEO of the bowl since its inception in
1997, having joined Ken Hoffman in fulfilling a vision birthed in 1996.
The game that they developed has now become a Detroit holiday
tradition.

Perles, who left Michigan State University (MSU) after the 1994
season with more victories than any Spartan football coach except the
legendary Duffy Daugherty, brings his stature as a nationally-
respected leader and football mind to the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl.

In the 1970s, Perles enjoyed a successful career as defensive line coach for one of the NFL's all-
time greatest teams — the Pittsburgh Steelers. While there, coaching Hall of Famer Joe Greene
and the famed “Steel Curtain” to four Super Bowl wins, he worked with Pro Football Hall of
Fame Head Coach Chuck Noll and Owner Art Rooney.

From 1983-94, his Michigan State teams became a power in the Big Ten Conference, as well as
nationally. The Spartans won Big Ten titles in 1987 and 1990, won the Rose Bowl once, and
finished among the nation’s Top 20 three times.

Perles was named 1987 College Coach-of-the-Year by Football News, the Columbus Touchdown
Club as well as Big Ten Conference and Midwest District Coach-of-the-Year.

Perles was recipient of the 10th Annual Michiganians of the Year award, a select group of
citizens whose achievements have affected the lives of all Michiganians. In 2000, he received
one of his greatest honors, the Duffy Daugherty Award at the Michigan State University Football
Gridiron Bust. This award was particularly special because of Perles’ relationship with Duffy as a
player, a coach, and a friend.

He is a member of the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame and the Western Chapter of the
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame.

In 2007, Perles became a member of the MSU Board of Trustees. He was also inducted into the
MSU Sports Hall of Fame.

A native of Detroit, Perles graduated from Western High in 1952, where he played under Coach
Ed Rutherford. Perles served in the U.E. Army before enrolling at Michigan State and beginning
his collegiate football career.

He and his wife Sally parented four children and are the proud grandparents of six. Daughter
Kathy; son Terry and wife Tracey; son John and wife Amy with Nick, Mike and Kendall; and son
Pat and wife Karen with Hannah, Joey, and Julia.



